Dr Andrea Kwakowsky awarded first ever Alzheimers NZ Fellowship
4 February 2018: Dr Andrea Kwakowsky, Senior Research Fellow at the University of Auckland, has become the inaugural recipient of the Alzheimers NZ Fellowship.
This brand new Fellowship has been established to further the knowledge base around dementia and how it impacts individuals, families, communities, the health system, the economy and New Zealand society. Catherine Hall, Chief Executive of Alzheimers NZ, congratulated Andrea on her award, and noted:
[bookmark: _Hlk536776287]“The Alzheimers NZ Fellowship is a crucial step in informing our efforts to support people with dementia and their care partners.” 
Andrea has been researching dementia since 2012, looking at the molecular, cellular and cognitive basis of brain function during ageing, and for people living with Alzheimer’s disease. 
Andrea works as part of the Centre for Brain Research, a unique NZ partnership between scientists, clinicians and the community, carried out by over 70 research groups in the Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences and the Faculty of Science within The University of Auckland.
[bookmark: _Hlk536776219]Andrea is passionate about facilitating direct interaction between researchers and community, including organisations, people living with dementia, care partners and family members. Andrea explained: 
“I am delighted and honoured to receive the 2019 Alzheimers NZ Fellowship. More research into factors underlying the development of Alzheimer’s disease is urgently needed. 
However, research wouldn't be possible without the generosity of the families who are touched by dementia. Facilitating communication between researchers, the families and the wider community is critical in finding solutions to what is one of the biggest healthcare challenges facing NZ. 
I am excited and look forward to further deepening existing partnerships between the Centre for Brain Research and Alzheimers NZ, which will make a significant contribution to our overarching aims of providing support to people and raising more awareness of dementia and Alzheimer’s disease in NZ.”
Catherine Hall added:
“We are delighted to award the first ever Alzheimers NZ Fellowship to Andrea, which we hope will go some way to bring together the research and academic communities and people living with dementia, working together to establish ways to support them to live their best possible lives.”
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The impact of dementia in NZ: key statistics
· Almost 70,000 Kiwis are living with dementia today. 
· More than 170,000 Kiwis will be living with dementia by 2050
· Dementia impacts more women than men - around 30% higher
· The total cost of dementia to NZ is now around $1.7b and will reach around $5b by 2050
Click here to view the infographic.

About Alzheimers NZ
Alzheimers New Zealand represents people affected by dementia at a national level by raising awareness of dementia, providing information and resources, advocating for high quality services, and promoting research about prevention, treatment, cure and care of people affected by dementia.

We support local Alzheimers NZ organisations throughout New Zealand, each of which is a member of Alzheimers NZ. Local Alzheimers organisations provide support, education, information and related services directly to members of their communities who are affected by dementia.

www.alzheimers.org.nz 

About the Centre for Brain Research
The Centre for Brain Research is a unique partnership between scientists, clinicians and the community. Established in 2009, the centre excels in world-class neuroscience research carried out by cross-faculty research teams, alongside clinical collaborations with leading neurologists, neurosurgeons and physicians in New Zealand and around the world.

Scientists, doctors and students work at every level, from the laboratory to the clinic to the whānau and community. By working together the CBR aims to provide a brighter future for people and families affected by brain disease.

[bookmark: _GoBack]www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/en/faculty/cbr.html 
